
 
 

Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts 

School of Art 
 

The School of Art Honors program includes all studio art disciplines, art education, museum studies and 

history of art majors. Barrett Honors College, one of the nation’s highest ranking honors college, offers 

students many unique academic opportunities for those studying the visual arts. The advantages of 

simultaneous enrollment in the Herberger College of the Arts and the Barrett Honors College are: 

 Priority registration for classes 

 Honors courses, very often transdisciplinary in nature, are taught  

by the most dedicated and talented faculty. 

 Participating students are eligible for exclusive scholarship opportunities 

 Students can apply for unique and challenging internship offerings at 

public art museums, art commissions and selected private art galleries 

 Studio art majors are offered an opportunity for a one-person BFA Honors 

Exhibit at one of the several gallery spaces operated by the School of Art 

 Students who complete their Honors Thesis and/or Exhibition 

 traditionally have entered highly respected graduate programs 

 

For a complete description of the mission, scope, requirements and opportunities of the ASU Barrett 

Honors College visit  http://barretthonors.asu.edu/ 

 

Admission to School of Art Honors Program: 

Upon acceptance into the Barrett Honors College students entering the School of Art should make an 

appointment to consult with the School of Art Honors Faculty Advisor.  The Advisor will assist the 

student in selecting courses linked to their particular interests and the selection of a Faculty Honors 

Mentor, who will guide the student through their specific academic/studio major.  In the first term of 

upper-division the student will meet with the School of Art Advisor to establish an honors 

thesis/exhibition committee. Studio majors must secure a date and space for their BFA Honors Exhibit.  

 

Advisors: 

Barrett Honors College Advisor for Art: Trisha Eardley, trisha.eardley@asu.edu 

Art Faculty Honors Advisor: Associate Professor Mary Hood, mary.hood@asu.edu  

Art History and Museum Studies: Professor Julie Codell, julie.codell@asu.edu 
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Barrett Honors College 

School of Art 

Advising and Class offerings 

 
Mission: The purpose of working with honor students is to engage the student in face to face contact 

with degreed faculty members of their discipline.  This interaction leads to Honors Contracts, Honor 

Projects, and future networking opportunities. The Barrett Honors College is the top honors college in 

the nation, with students who compare favorably with those at the top 20 Liberal Arts Colleges. These 

smart, highly motivated, and engaged students are a pleasure to teach. The Barrett Honors College has 

over 2500 students, who are broadly engaged in the research, internships, community outreach, and the 

politics and social aspects of ASU. 

 

Honors Contracts and Projects take a wide array of forms; the key element is that the student and the 

professor interact. Honors contracts have included extra reading and discussion, writing and discussion, 

collaboration on research, student designed projects, film viewings with discussion, and student 

designed lectures or labs. 

 

Requirements: Students are required to take 36 honor credits in their degree program.  A minimum of 

18 of those credits must be upper division.  Of the total 36-credit Barrett graduation requirement, 

students can complete as many as 30 of the honors credits as upper division courses.  Barrett 

requirements can be viewed online at: http://barretthonors.asu.edu/  

 

Definitions: 
Honors Contract:  An Honors Contract is for a student requesting honor credit hours within the 

structure of a regularly scheduled class offering.  This contract is allowable with faculty only, although a 

faculty member can mentor a TA to allow an honors contract for a class. Students must submit the 

electronic form for the contract during the first few weeks of classes. The form and deadlines can be 

found at: http://barretthonors.asu.edu/ 

 

Honors Thesis Project/Creative Project: An Honors Project is undertaken under the guidance of 

faculty members. Typically, students complete their Honors Thesis/Creative Project during their senior 

year, but students are able to start the project earlier, if they are ready.  Proposals for Honors Projects are 

due the semester before the project will be completed.  The Honors Project must contain a written 

component, relevant visual or academic research, and an oral defense with the committee. Each student 

must form a committee of three members.  Faculty must be first and second readers.  Faculty, TA's, and 

community members may be third readers.   

 

Honors class offerings:  In addition to Honors Contracts, students can get honors credit through special 

class offerings. Students can enroll in classes with the HON prefix.  These classes provide honors credit, 

are conducted in seminar format, are interdisciplinary, and limit enrollment to 19 students.  Another 

option is Honors-only Sections of courses.  These classes carry the prefix of the department and may be 

breakout sections of a large lecture course or stand alone seminars. These classes are limited to Honors 

students and limit enrollment to 25 students.  

 

Honors Thesis Project Funding: Students can apply up to $500 for support of their creative project and 

up to $1500 for an external reviewer to be part of their oral defense. Application and guidelines are 

online at http://barretthonors.asu.edu/ 

 

More information about the School of Art Honors program is available online: 

http://herbergerinstitute.asu.edu/students/undergrad/current/honors_art.php 
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